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Afembled at KevTeainG, June 9, 10, and 11, 1795. (tt Pes 
ping the important Doctrines of three equal Perſons in the Godhead 5 / F 
and perſonal Election; original Sin; particular Redemption; free — 
ation by the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; efficacious Grace in ; 
eration ; the final Perſeverance of real Believers ; the Reſurrection of — "Ml 
ad ; the future Judgment; the eternal Happineſs of the Righteous; £2 
erlaſting Miſery of the Impenitent; with the congregational Order 85 + 
Churches, inviolably ; e d n Ys - 25 2 


— 
«A * 


veral Churches they repreſent, or haye received Letters from, meeting e 
in Derbyſhire ; Burton-upon- Trent, in Staffordſhire ;  Sutton- Aſbfeld and | 
ban, in Nottinghamſhire ; Sheepſhead, Leiceſter, Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arnſey, 

ton, in Ceiceſterſhire ; Oakham, in Rutland; Braunſtone, Guilſborough, Clip- | 
Fretton, Kettering, Walgrave, Moulton, Northampton, and Road, in Nort ng = =ot 
hire; O/ney, in Buckinghamſl. ire; Thern, in Bedfordſhire; Sr. Ann 


fordſhire; Spalding, in Lincolnthire ; and Sobam, in Cambridgeſhire : | : 5 


de to you, and Peace from God our Father, and from the . 0 | 
F Jeſus Chriſt, 3-2 


7 . . „ An A 


Brethren ! : Z : e 


ILE the Judgments of God are abroad in the Earth, and © 3 
multitudes are trembling for the Fate of Nations, and dreading - 7, © 
ine, or War, or Peſtilence, which have deſolated other Countries, = 
ceive a Commiſſion to lay waſte our own; we have Reaſon to 
d that he has manifeſted his Care of his Churches, by con- 
the Goſpel among us, and granting it to be attended with- ſome - 
ig Succeſs. The Wall of Jeruſalem is built up even in troublous 
nd we were not only permitted to aſſemble in Peace, but re- 


l idings, from moſt of the Churches, of a peculiarly pleaſing 


pr Letter of laſt Year we addreſſed you on the nature alk 3 


of Foy in Ged. In purſuance of the Reſolution, of the laß 
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 Aﬀaciation, we ſhall in this attempt an Anſwer to the following enquiry! 
War is IT THAT CHRISTIANS IN THE PRESENT Day couyy 
SO FAR SHORT OF THE PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANS IN THE pox. 
SESSION OF Joy? 


That the thing itſelf is a fact, can admit but little doubt. It is 
true, the joy of the primitive Chriſtians was not always the ſame: 
previous to the reſurrection and aſcenſion of Chriſt they appeared ty 
poſſeſs it in a far leſs degree than afterwards; and in their brighteſt 


days thev, no doubt, as well as we, occaſionally experienced intervening | 
The account nevertheleſs which is given of them intimates |} 


clouds, 
that a vein of ſicred enjoyment ran through their lives. No fooner 


had they beheld the Lord Jeſus taken up into Heaven, than they re. 
turned 1 Feruſalem with great Fay, and were continually in the templ; 


praiſing and bleſſing God. And after the day of Pentecoſt, and the 
addition of three thauſand Souls by the preaching of Peter, they are 
deſcribed as continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and eating thiir 
meat with gladue/;, and ſingleneſs of heart. Perſecution itſelf did not 
deſtroy their happineſs, but helped, on ſome conſiderations, to increafs 
it. Having been ſummoned before the Jewiſh council tor preaching 
Chriſt, they departed rejoicing that they avere counted worthy to ſuffer ſhant 
for his name's ſake, Covered with ſtripes, thruſt into an inner priſon, 
and with their feet made faſt in the ſtocks, at midnight Paul and Silas 
prayed, and ſaug praiſes tv God? Nor was this happy frame of mind con- 
tined to the Apoſtles, or to the firſt few years after the introduction of 
Chriſtianity : Peter could ſay of the gencrality of Chriſtians at ihe 
time when he wrote his firſt Epiſtle, «v69m having not ſeen, ye love ; in 
evhem, though now ye ſee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice. with joy unſpeat- 
able, end full F Glory. | | * 


Such accounts of the primitive diſciples afford an affecting view of the 
great diſparity between them and the generality of modern Chriſtians, 
The following particulars amongſt others mult needs ſtrike an attentive 
obſerver :—Firit, They rejoiced in all their labours, complying with 
the commands of Chriſt rather as an honour and a privilege than # 
mere matter of duty. The prompt and cheerful manner in which they 


attended to divine inſtitutions exhibits a lovely picture of genuine 
Chriſtianity. They that gladly received the word awere baptiſed. And thiy | 


continued fledfaſtly in the apoſtles doctrine and fello-uyhip, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers. There is not a ſingle inſtance in all the Ne# 
Teſtament of an avowed chriſtian living in the neglect of the ordinances 
of Chriſt. Such an idea ſeems never to have entered into their minds; 
but it is unneceſſary to ſay that with us it is a common caſe.—Second), 
They rejoiced, as we have ſeen, in tribulation, conſidering the reproaches 
or the world as an honour, and counting it all joy when they fell intv 
divers temptations : but the higheſt exerciſes of grace that are common 
amongſt us fall ſhort in this particular: inſtead of rejoicing 2 tribulz- 
tion, we are ready to account it pretty much if we rejoice notwithſtanding 
it, —Thirdly, They experienced an habitual conſciouſneſs of their vr 
the ſubje&z of gracious diſpoſitions, and conſequently enjoyed a ſettled 
perſuaſion of their intereft in Chriſt. In all the New Teſtament ue 


Ave fearcely an inſtance of a chriſtian being at a loſs to per _ * 
rs | evidel 
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kidence of his chriſtianity. What are called doubts and fears amongſt 
ſus, and which make up fo large a proportion of our religious en- 
periences, ſeem to have occupied ſcarcely auy place amongſt them. This 
fact, if chere were no other, calls for ſerious enquiry into the cauſe or 
cauſes of it. The language that we are in the habit of uſing, when 
ſpeaking of our love, or faith, or obedience, betrays 4 Tad defect in the 
exerciſe of theſe heavenly graces. Inſtead of being able to ſay, Lord, 
hou knowweſt all things, thou knoweſt that I love thee. —1 have believed, and 
therefore have Þ /prhen,—God whom I ferve in the Go/pel, and the like, we are 
ready to be ſtartled at ſuch profeſſions, and feel ourſelves under a kind 
of nece!lity to ſoften the language into a with, a willingneſs, or a defire. 
« | Aire to love, I would believe, I wifh to be obkdient,“ are ex- 
preſſions which frequently occur in our prayers: and hymns; bur withing 
to love, and deſiring to obey, when ſubſtituted in the place of love and 
obedience themſelves, are inadmiſſible. Such Language is unknown in 
the Scriptures, unleſs it be found in the character of the ſlothful, whoſe - 
| defrre is (aid to Ai him; and indicates, to ſay the leaſt, but a ſmall 
degree of real religion. | | 
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To account for this diſparity is of importance, as by a knowledge, of 
the Cauſes of a malady we may be directed to the proper means of a 
cure. Peculiar dejection in individuals may often be accounted for from 
the peculiarity of their habits, conſtitution, circumſtances, opportunities, 
and connexions; but when it affects a body or generation of men it muſt 
be traced to other cauſes. Why ſhould not we go on our way rejoicing 
in the ſame manner, and to the ſame degree as the primitive Chriſtians? 
We have the ſame goſpel, the ſame promiſes, and the ſame hopes. 
The joy end peace which they experienced was ix believing : the great 
intereſting and tranſporting truths of the goſpel were the ſource from 
whence they derived their bliſs. The lord Meſſiah was come according 
to promite, and by laying down his life had delivered all who ſhould 
| belicye in him from the wrath to come.—Through his death alſo they 
were freed ſrom the ſpirit of bondage attendant on the former diſpen- 
lation, and received the ſpirit of adoption whereby they cried Abba 
| Father. —The thunders of Sinai gave place to the bleſſings of Sion, the 
[city of the living God; to the holy Society of which, as to a kind of 
heaven upon earth they were introduced. —Commitiioned to publith 
[theſe glad tidings to every creature, and perſuaded that the cauſe in 
I they had engaged would ſooner or later univerſally prevail, they 
N gw with courage and unwearied affiduity, and the work of the 
3 proſpe ed in their hands.—Finally, In hope of eternal life, the 
j JP _ before them, like their Lord and Maſter, they endured the croſs, 
= Lars the ihame, and went and fac down with him on his throne, as 

4 Overcome, and fat down with his Father on his throne. 
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Now which of theſe 
F Chriſt and the goſpel, 
for ever? Is not God a 


ſources of Joy has been exhauſted? Are not 
aud it's promiſes the ſame yeſterday, to day, and 
F 13 W s Willing now that the heirs of promiſe ſhould 
l de r collolation, as he was formerly? Are not the great bleſſings 
g ot eternal life as real, and as; 5 : 
+ and as interciting in the preſent age as in any 
eing promiſed to the ſmalleſt degree of real 
| | grace 


that have gone before; and b 


B 


1 | 
ace, even to the giving of a eup of cold water to a diſciple of jeſus 
cauſe he belongs to him, can it, in ordinary caſes, be a difficult matter 
for a decided friend of Chriſt to obtain a clear ſatisfaction of his interes | 


in them? Wherefore is it then, if the Son hath made us free, that ye 
Are not, in the moſt extenſive meaning of the term, free indeed? 


Some would probably attribute the whole to 4%%ine ſovereignty, alleging 
that the Holy Spirit divideth to every age, and generation, as well as to 
every man, ſeverally as he will. It is allowed that che Holy Spirit in all 
his gifts and operations, acts in a way of ſovereignty, ſince we have no 
claim upon him for any thing which he beſtows: but it does not belong 
to the idea of ſovereignty that there be no reaſon for it, or wiſdom in 
it. The Holy Spirit divideth to every age and every man ſeverally as | 
he will, but he always willeth what is wiſe and good, or what is bet 
upon the whole. The Sovereignty of creatures may degenerate into 
caprice; but this cannot be ſuppoſed of God. Now it belongs to the | 
wiſdom of God to beſtow his 8 in ſuch a way as to encourage 
righteouſneſs, and ſtamp an honour upon the means of his own appoint- | 
ment: hence it is that the joys of ſalvation, though beſtowed in a way | 
of ſovereignty, are generally connected with a cloſe walk with God, and | 
communicated through means adapted to the end. 


It has been thought by others that the difference betwixt us and the 
primitive chriſtians, in theſe things, may be accounted for, at leaſt in 
fome degree, by a difference of circumftances. Life and immortality | 
were brought to light as the ſcriptures expreſs it, by the gofpel. The 
wonderful tranſition therefore which they experienced, ſome of them 
from the darkneſs of Judaiſm, and others from the {till grofſer darknels 
of Paganiſm, together with the great ſucceſs of their labours, muſt have 
forcibly impreſſed their minds with both ſurprize and joy. Theres 
fome truth no doubt in this obſervation; but it ought to be conſidered, 
on the other hand, that our circumſtances are in ſome reſpects moe 
favourable to joy than theirs; ſufficiently ſo perhaps to balance, if not i 
over-balance thoſe in which theirs were fuperior to ours. Let the fo- i 
lowing things be conſidered in connexion with each other: Firſt, 
Glorious things are ſpoken in prophecy of what ſhall be done for the 
Church in the laſt periods of time. All the light and glory that have 
ever yet appeared will be eclipſed by what is to come. One peculiar 
characteriſtic of the kingdom of Chriſt is, that it is progreſſive. God 
is ſaying to his Church under every new diſpenſation, or period of her Wa "SY 
exiſtence, Remember not the former things, neither conſider the things of dt: Wa 
behold I do a new thing in the earth—As if he ſhould ſay, You may forget "FINN 
the paſt, and yet have enough to fill you with joyful admiration. 11e 
jewiſh diſpenſation contained a greater difplay of God than had ever 
been made before; yet, compared with the dawn of goſpel glory t 
was but as the moon to the ſun; and glorious as this was, with regard 
to all that had gone before, it will bear no compariſon to that which 1s 
to follow after. Not only ſhall the moon be confounded, but the ſur aſpantds 
when the Lord of Heſts ſhall reign in Mount Zion, and before his ancien 
gloriouſiy! Secondly, The time when theſe things ſhall be accompliſh 


cannot be very tar off. The ſacred writers of the New Teſtament 9 
| quent 
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nently intimate that they had paſſed the meridian of time, and were 
ntered, as it were, into the afternoon of the world. They ſpeak of 
heir times as the Ja days, and of themſelves as thoſe on whom the ends 
Ibbe avorld abere come. They declared that the end of all things was at 
Eid; that the judge was at the door 3 and the concluding warning of the 
book of God is couched in this ſtrong expreſſion, Surely I come quickly i 
ut if the end of all things was then at hand, what muſt we think of 
[+ after a lapſe of nearly eighteen hundred years? T hirdly, Tt is highly 
>robable, if not more than probable, that in the ages yet to come there 
ay be much more effected than in all preceding ages put together. 
Wome of the greateſt events in prophecy we Know remain to be accome 
Pliſned; particularly, the utter downfal of Antichriſt, the converſion 
pf the Jews, and the univerſal ſpread of true. religion: but if the end 
f all things be at hand, and ſuch great events are firſt to be accom- 
lied, we have every reaſon to expect great changes, in quick ſuc- 
Won, and at no great diſtance of time. The convulſions of the pre- 
ſent day, may, for ought we Know, be ſome of the throes of creation 
travailing in pain for the glorious liberty of the ſons of God. At all 
vents, the day of the churches? redemption draweth nigh; it is time 
oerefore to % up our heads, and to go forth in prayer, and praiſe, an 
oyful exertion to meet the Bridegroom. Could the apoltles and primi- 
ie chriſtians have been placed in our ſituation, they would have re- 
oiced with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. We mutt turn our atten- 
on then to ſome other objects beſides the circumſtances in which we 
Nee placed, as the cauſes of our want of joy. | 


, 2 
*. * v 
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We paſs over the caſes of ſuch as indulge themſelves in known fin, or 
bve in the neglect of known duty, as caſes eaſily accounted for, at one 
period of time as well as another; and confine our enquiry to thoſe 
boſe converſation is allowed in general to be regular and circumſpect; 
much ſo however, as to be equal to that of rhe body of. profeſſing 
öbriſtians around them, 8 | 
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In the Firf place, let it be conſidered whether it does not ariſe from 
„an of a greater degree of religion in general. Joy is a grace which 
annot thrive by itſelf ; it is a kind of appendage to the lively exerciſe 
other graces. With Foy ſpall ye draw <vaters out of the avells, of ſal- 
ation. — Hitherto ye have aſked nothing in my name: aſk and receive that 
% may be full, —The kingdom of God is righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in 
ERR: ly Cb. From tticſe paſſages, and many others which might be 
pied, it is apparent that holy joy ſtands connected with appropriating 

4 the great truths of the goſpel to our particular caſes 5 with unportunate 
Payer in the name of Chriſt ; and with the practice of Righteouſneſs 
nd Peace. The ſame perſons who were daily employed in praiſing and 
e this teſtimony given of them, and great grace was 
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bleſſing God, hay 


pon them all, 


. wang Let it be conſidered whether another reaſon be not Our 
= ect of a more frequent and intenſe application to thoſe objects from whence 

% ariſes. We have ſeen already that the ſources from which the 
5 = chriſtians derived their joy were the great doctrines of the 
Soipel; but it is a lamentable fact, that the generality of profeſſing 
4 i 32 | | Chriſtians 
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(6) 
chriſtians amongſt us content themſelves with a very ſuperficial knoy. 
ledge of theſe things. There are but few even 2mongſt the godty in 
our day that ſo enter into the ſpirit and glory of the goſpel as cleariy to | 
diſtinguiſh it from error ſpeciouſly diſguiſed. Hence if a miniſter who | 
is much reſpected by his people, turn aſide from even important truth, | 
it is common for many of them to go off with him. If chriſtians were 
properly rooted and. grounded in the goſpel ; if hey underitood not only | 
evbat they believe, but wwherefore they believe it, they would not be. 
Maken with every wind of doctrine: nor would many of the principle ® 
which prevail in the preſent age excite even a momentary heſitation in 
their minds. But if we do not fo underſtand the truth as clearly to di- 
tinguiſh it from error, it cannot he ſuppoſed that we ſhould be greatly | 
affected by it. It is by drawing waters from the wells of ſalvation that | 
we have joy ; but theſe wells are deep, and in proportion. as we are | 
wanting in an underſtanding of divine things, we may be faid to hae 
nothing to draw with. | | 


Thirdly, To this may be added, The want of Public Spirit. The | 
primitive chriſtians were all intent on diſſeminating the goſpel through | 
the world; and it was in the midſt of this kind of employment, and the | 
perſecutions which attended it, that they are taid to have been filled with 
Jey and the Hily Get. Acts xiii, 52. Much of the joyful part of 
religion is loft by rendering it the inmediate object of our purſuit. The 
chief end for which great numbers read their bibles, and hear the word, 
is, that they may be comforted, and obtain ſome ſatisfaction of ther 

eing in a ſtate of ſatvation; but this is not the wav in which the com. 
forts of the goſpel are obtained. There are things which if purſued a | 
our chief end, will elude our graſp, and vaniſh from our fight: ſuch 5 
zputation amongſt men, and ſuch is refigious joy. If we purſue the 
public good, not for the [ke of applauſe, but from a diſintereſted re- | 
gard to the well-being of cur ſpecies, reputation will follow us; andif 
ne glory of God, and the proſperity of his cauſe occupy the firſt place | 
in our affection, we ſhall not in ordinary cafes be wanting in peace and 
heavenly conſolation. If a portion of that time which we uſpend in 
ranſacking for evidence in the maſs of paſt experiences were employed 
in promoting the cauſe of God in the world, and ſeeking the welfare 0 
the ſouls and bodies of men, it would turn to a better account. In 
ſeeking the ſalvation of others we ſhould find our own, The love of 
Zion has the promiſe of perſonal proſperity. Ardently to promote tut 
honour of God, and the good of mankind, is itſelf an evidence, and 
the higheſt evidence of true religion: wile therefore we feel contci0 | 
of the purity of our preſent motives, we Have leſs occaſion for relle 
tions on the paſt. There is a much greater ſatisfaction too in this 
way of obtaining comfort than in the other; for however forme! a 
exerciſes of grace might be ſtrong and decifive at the time, yet it mut 
be difficult to realize them merely by a diſtant recollection. It is much 
better alſo, and more for our profit to live in the. exerciſe of gr 
than barely to remember that we did ſo at ſome former period ot 0 
lives, We-dppeal to your own hearts, brethren, with reſpeét to yo 
late difinteretted exertions for carrying the goſpel emongft the heath; 
- —We appeal to thoſe of you eſpecially who have had the uncertaK!n 
oft at heart, whether, fince your own comfort has in a fort heel 
: overlooked 
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CEE 
bored, and ſwallowed up in concern for the ſilvation of others, 
ou. have not felt more of the joyful part of religion than you did 
before; yea, may we not add, more than at any former period in your 
remembrance. | | 


Fourthly, Much may be owing to our viewing the mixture of evils 
Eubich pervade creation on a coutracled ſcale, If the evils which befal 
Ereitures be conſidered merely as evils, and our minds are diſpoſed to 
pore upon them, we mult neceflarily feel dejectetl: but if every partial 
Evil contribute to the general good; if every adverſity, whether it 
reſpec our perſons, families, chrittian connexions, country or ſpeciggg 
be but as a wheel acting upon other wheels, and all neceſſary to com- 
plete the vaſt but well-ordercd machinery; the contemplation of evil 
tſelf in this view mult raiſe the heart inſtead of depreſſing it. The 
miſeries of rhe preſent and of the future life, if contemplated by a good 
man, merely as evils, muſt overwhelm. him, and deſtroy his preſent 
peace. What can he do? He cannot ſhun the abodes of the wretched 
In this world, and fo put the thoughts of their miſeries far from him, 
for that were inhumanity; neither can he allow himſelf to doubt of 
the execution of divine threatenings in the world to come, for that were 
arraign the juſtice, goodneis, wiſdom and veracity of God in de- 
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L Douncing them: But he may view things on an enlarged ſcale, and 
o mus pe ceive that 4% is right, and be? upen the whole. This is to be 
: pr one mind with God, and ſo to be truly happy. It is in this way 
K Nat we are reconciled to our own adverſitles: could Jacob have ſeen 
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rough the gracious deſigns of God with regard to his children, or 

Hough he might be unable to do this, had he properly recolle&ed the 

wine promiſe, { will furely do thee good, he would not have concluded 
8 8 a / } a . 5 

5 n did, that all theſe things were again him. 


It is thus that upon ſome occgſions we are reconciled to the miſeries 
df a public execution. Awful beyond conception, it mult be to the 
ho ſuffer; bur juicice ma, require the ſacrifice. However 
Wt enialceNion therefore may for a moment revolt at the idea of inflicting 
pEutn, a concern for a ſuffering individual .is abſorbed hy the love of 
pur ſpecies, and a regard for the general good. —LIt is thus that the 
bh Navenly inhabitants are deſcribed as being not only reconciled to ihe 
eros of myitical Babylon, but as FOorwing in it. While the mer- 
"= | 32 no traded in hor wares bitterly lament her fall, crying alas, alas, 
'* i 25 : don i uo mad? arjolate che triends of God are 
2 2701 ng „ 5 : Rcegerce over her thou raren ee 
1. Ee „ - Be Yan averged you on ber. And after thejs 
22 and 1 5 5 . 0 Sa, of ti bea ven, ,: Hari. 
4 ich did Da Ihe 1 5 3 GE: . be path judged the & 2 whore 
A e 5 ou rate with ver fornication, and hath avenged the Good 
Bs j WM „ Ss 5 8 ä And OSOH? F20) fad HALLELUT AH—and her 
= 3 5 Ay 28 1 8 AR chere any malevolence or unc zitttan 
5 Viewing them as Goo Gf : Was ONLY viewing taings CN A large ſcale; 
| 2 s Them, and feeling accordingly. 

1 3 a | 
18 Aan ee OY in the havit of conſidering all things 
5 Tactic ir good, and fo of deriving joy from every oc. 
| currence. 
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currence. If the world ſmiled upon them, they rejoiced, and availy | 
themſelves of the opportunity for ſpreading the goſpel ; or it it frown | 
on them for their attachment to Chriſt, they rejoiced that they wer | 
counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his name ſake. By thus converting | 
every thing into food for joy they anſwered to the exhorlations of the 
apoſtles, - Let the brother of la degree rejoice that he is exalted ; but the ric) | 
in that he his made low—Bbelowed, count it all joy when ye fall into dium 
tempiations—Rejoice evermore In every thing give thanks, If we would 
fee: like them we muſt enter into their views; we mult have leſs of the | 
complaining patriarch, as well as of the whining merchants ; and more 
of that temper which prompted the holy inhabitants of heaven on 
every new diſpenſation of providence to cry Amen, Hallelujah] 


Fifthly, Much is owing, no doubt, to 2 /þirit of conformity 10 th 
freſ2rt world, by which many Chriſtians, eſpecially thoſe in proſperous 
circumſtances, are influenced. It was a complaint made by one of tie 
Fathers, + in the middle of the third century, a time when the _ 
church had enjoyed a conſiderable reſpite from perſecution, that © Each We 
< one ſtudicd how to encreaſe his patrimony ; and forgetting what e 
* faithful had done in apoſtolic times, or what they ought- always vob 
% do, their grand paſſion was an infatiable deſire of enlarging ther | 
* fortunes.” | 


This complaint every one knows is too applicable to our times. Ti: 
Primitive Chriſtians were perſecuted. The Waldenſes, the Reformer, Wt 
the Puritans, and the Non-conformiſts were the ſame ; and having but 
little ſecurity for property, they had but little motive to increaſe it: ne 
being driven alſo from the ſociety of their perſecutors, they were unde! 
very little temptation to imitate - their manners: Their trials ver gn 
great, but they were of a different kind from ours. Having long er a 
Joyed the bleſſings of religious liberty, we have relaxed in watchfulneß Wn 
and the world has fel in a meaſure to have loſt it's enmity, and et 
ſmile upon us. In conſequence of this we have become upon mor 
friendly terms with it; not merely by behaving courteoully and af 
fectionately to men in common, which is our duty; but by embibing 
their ſpirit, courting their company, and ſubjecting ourſelves to a kt 
vile compliance with their cuſtoms. | 


Theſe things are extremely unfriendly to true religion. Tf the cat ol 

of this world be compared to thorns, which choke the world, * Wu 
alluring pleaſures of it are with no leſs propriety compared to the v] 
ing ſun, through whoſe influence many a promiſing plant has wither! 
away. Or ſhould the root of the matter be found in us, yet if o we 
heads and hearts are occupied with appearance, dreſs, entertainme ney 
and the like, there can be but little room for heaven or heave 5 
. and conſequently this joyful part of religion will be fight | 
and loſt. 
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Finally, It is not be difſembled that much is to be traced to n | 
manner in which the goſpel is preached.” The Holy Spirit ordinarily _ 
by means of the word, It is the office of miniſters to be Helper. 57 


4+ Cyprian. 
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þ : but if they partake of the ſpirit common to the age in which they 
e, their preac ing will partake of it too. If the great and intereſting 
bs of the goſpel are not thoroughly underſtood, and felt, they 
Wnnot, in the ordinary courſe of things, be communicated in ſuch a 
nner as greatly to intereſt the hearts of others. While therefore we 
Wcommend ſerious reflection to you, brethren, you alſo have a 11ght to 
Wrc& the ſame of us; and we truſt we are willing to receive as well as 
Wminiſter the word of exhortation. Dear Brethren, farewell! 


Signed by Order of the Aſſociation, 


and in behalf of the whole, = 


ANDREW FULLER, Moderator. 


MINUTES, 
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Tx'/day Evening VI. Brother Fuller begun in prayer -was choſen Mederator; th 
lettets from the churches were read, and minutes taken of their contents; and Brother 


Burton concluded in prayer. 


Heareſday morning VI. Brethren Latts, Greezwwoed, and Herts ton prayed; read the 
Circular Letter which had been drawn up by Brother Fuller, 


J paſt X. Brother Nui began public worſhip in prayer; Brother Hopper prozctet 

1 | from Iſaiah v. 4. Nut cal Lade beca done more tu my vingyard, that J habe not dort ink 
Brother Craps prayed; Brother Sutclif preached from Matt-Xii. 30. He that il 
toi: h me, is againſt me: and be that gatberetb net with me ſcattereth abroad; and Brau 
Blundel concluded in prayer. ö 


1 
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After dinner, the Miniſters and M:fengers withdrew for the tranſa*ting of buſinch "Wn 
when Mr. Bruin was choſen Treaſurer to the Fund, inſtead of the late Mr. Tris, 


3 


of Nerttampten, and Brother Mirris, Secretary. Five Gentlemen weile alſo choſen h) 
the Aſſoriation to be Truttees with Mr. Ie r's Executors for his generous Legacy 
our poor Miniſters. The collections for the fund were teceived; and the Circulir 
Letter approved, and ordered to be printed. 


Evening VI. Brether Pearce prayed ; Brother Hall, of Camvridge, preached from 


1 Pet. i. 8. In <ub:m ye revice with joy unſpeakable and full of Glory 5 and Brother 
Nyland concluded in prayer. | 


- 
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Thurjday morning. Brother Simmers prayed ; the Miniſters ſpoke their exerciſes in tit 
paſt year; dipoted of fome monies in the fund; reconnnendd it to the Minitters t 
keep an account of their expences in preaciing in the villages around them, and bring! 
to the Eatter or October Miniſters* mectings; appointed Brother Plurdel ro draw up 
Circular Letter for next year, On the Duty of Churches reſpectihg the Encouragement 
of Spiritual Gitts; and voted the thanks of the Atlociation to the Rev. Mr, Taler atd | 
the Independent Congregation in Kettering, for accommodating us with their placed 
vorſhin.-A motion was made, whether it would not he lovely, and accord withpre 
nutive Cliilhanity, if the Church where the Aſſociation is held, were to celebrate tie | 
Lord's Supper, and invite the Miniiters and Meſſengers of the aſſociate Churches, al } 
other well-known Meaibers of Baptiſt Churches, to unite with them in it==rclc:ic0l Þ 
further confideration, | 


Le „ 


X | State of the, Churches ſince the laſt Aſſociation, 


SIN Upon a profrition of faith = — 128 
Added, 2 By letters of recommendation — — 5 
Retitored after excluſion - - & I 
Added > - — 134 
By death - - . 
Diminiſhed, 4 Diſmiſſion to other Churches 6 
| Excluſion | — - 1 
Diminiſhed - —59 
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Clear Increaſe - 75 


The Number of Communicants in all the Churches is 1620. 


l Tue next Aſſociation to be held at ST. Af RANSs, on the Tueſday, Wednefd2y, 2 
+ Tiur.day, in the ſecond Week after Whitſunweek, May 31, and June 1 and 2, 17" 
eZ;iother Trier and Brother Blundel to preach. 
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utions at the ta laſt Committee Meetings of the M1ss1oN Soc! ETY, 
biz. at Arnſby, April 7, 1795, and Kettering, June 11, 1795, after the 
¶Hociation Wwas ended. | | | 


AxwnsBy, April 7. I. That enquiries having been made whether there be any further 
nings in the heathen world, encouraging to attempt the ſpreading of the kingdom pf 
Fiſt in it; intelligence has been received. particularly from the Sierra Leone Reports, 
t ſuch favourable appearances do exiſt in Arx I as deſerve our immediate attention. 
. The Secretary informed the Society, that having received letters from Mr. Jacob 
Eg, a ſtudent at the Baptiſt Academy at Briſfel, expreſſing his earneſt deſire to be 
ployed as a Miſſionary under the patronage of this Society, he had made enquiries of 
Crigg's tutors reſpecting his character and qualifications for ſuch an undertaking 3 
which very ſatisfactory anſwers had been returned. Mr. Grigg alſo being preſent at 
meeting, and perſonally offering his ſervices for the work of the Lord among the 
chen Keſolved, That, provided it meet with the approbation of the Committee of 
E Briſtol Education Society, his propoſal be accepted. 


I. That the practice of our Bleſſed Lord, in ſending out his diſciples 209 and t209, 
g highly worthy of our imitation, we will uſe our utmott endeavours to provide 
with a ſuitable companion. | : 


CETTERING, June 11. Since the laſt Committee meeting at Arnſby, Mr. Rodway, 
ddog Miniſter, lately at the Briſtol Academy, but now reſiding at Burton-upon-Trent, 
ing made a voluntary offer to accompany Mr. Grigg to Africa; and two letters ad- 
fed by him to Mr. Grigg, deſcribing the exerciſes of his mind, and the motives 
ch induced him to make ſuch an offer, being publicly read; Mr. Rodway himſelf 
| being preſent part of the time, and repeating his offer; and perfect ſatisfaction 
Ing been obtained as to his character and qualifications, lt was unanimouſly reſolved, 
t Mr. Ridway's offer be accepted, and that preparations be made for their departure | 
bon as Circumſtances ſhould render it prudent. 3 | 
eſolved alſo, To recommend to the Churches of our connexion to have an annual 
Ection for the miſſion; at which time all the ſubſcribers in the congregation might 
pn their ſubſcriptions z or if that be unſuitable to any of the Churches, that every 
ſtcr ſhould make a point of collecting the ſubſciiptions in his own congregation, 


I cep a Dr. and Cr, account with the Treuſurer of the Society. 


